
Instructions

1. Prepare your own letter using this sample letter as a guide.
2. Add your MPP’s name and title, and your own contact information.
3. Send your letter as an email to your MPP, using the Multicast toolbox link to find his/her email address. Please copy info@ontariocommunitypharmacies.ca 
Sample Letter

Dear [MPP/Minister Name and Title]:

I am a community pharmacist practicing in your riding. 
Ontario’s Community Pharmacies have been in negotiations since August with the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care, to develop a new, more effective model of pharmacy service and funding.

Everyone in the pharmacy community is mindful of the fiscal pressures facing the government of Ontario.  That is why we have submitted a comprehensive proposal to the Ministry that will secure hundreds of millions of dollars each year in drug plan savings, while also ensuring the continued economic viability of community pharmacies, and enhancing access to pharmacy care for patients.
We are concerned, however, that the Ministry is considering deep cuts to pharmacy funding – cuts that would have a significant negative impact on health care services delivered in your riding.  Ministry officials have spoken publicly about reducing generic drug prices and related professional allowances paid to pharmacies.  Doing so without a corresponding increase in new direct funding of pharmacy services would have a severe impact on pharmacy services delivered in your community.  
Under the current system, professional allowances provide vital compensation to support services that Ontarians need, expect and demand.  Government funding does not cover the cost of dispensing medicines to Ontario Drug Benefit program patients, and there is no government funding at all for the majority of additional health care services we provide.
The importance of these pharmacy services is especially evident as we face the H1N1 pandemic.  Pharmacies have been fielding a huge volume of phone calls and in-store questions about the flu from concerned patients.  We are also providing advice on managing symptoms, and even providing basic triage to reduce pressure on doctors’ offices and hospitals, and to help make sure that Ontario’s health system resources are used as efficiently as possible.
There is a lot at stake in this drug system renewal process.  The government’s ultimate decision on how to manage drug system reform will directly affect your constituents, including seniors, families with small children, people with chronic health conditions and community pharmacists like me.  Therefore, as a constituent, I am asking for your support for pharmacy’s comprehensive, sustainable proposal that will achieve massive cost savings for the government, while also realizing the value that community pharmacists deliver to our patients.
Sincerely yours,

[Your name, pharmacy name, address and contact information]

